(Follows on from Magna Carto Part A)

The Goldmines Hotel BBQ
The Sunday BBQ lunch was well attended at "Ed's Pub" once
owned by Eddy Esposito an ex Corps member and later the
Regiment's electrician. Many will remember his daughter "Kaaren"
running it in later years when you almost needed an invitation to
be allowed in. Thanks to Rick Walduck for your hospitality.
Parking was at a premium.

In the Pergola with the heaters

Or… out in the gardens
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Off to Fortuna Villa

Warren Matheson, from the
Fortuna Pipes and Drums
leads everyone through the
back gate and down past the
Villa to the cairn.
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The Cairn Ceremony
Introduction: "It is entirely appropriate that we gather here at this place to mark the 100th Anniversary of
the Royal Australian Survey Corps. This memorial Cairn is dedicated to the military surveyors who whilst
serving their country paid the supreme sacrifice during conflict.
Today we also remember those original members of the Corps who in 1915 although small in number, set
the example for all who came after to follow, in service, loyalty, quality, achievement, and "esprit de corps".
Whilst we are proud of their achievements and sacrifices, I am sure that they likewise would be proud of
what the Corps went on to achieve during its existence. Today's service is to honour the members of the
Survey Corps and those achievements and to record for future visitors the story of those that served at this
site since 1942. We are also proud to have Rosemary Bowman and Derek Shannon here with us here
today; both members of the original Land Headquarters Cartographic Company that first came to Bendigo
in 1942."
Gary Warnest

L to R: Rev John South (past Survey Corps Major) Gary Warnest, Bob Skitch, Duncan Burns, Simon
Lemon, Lindsay Perry (Chair of the National Land Surveying Commission of SSSI) and Paul Banks the
current owner of Fortuna. Above: The Rev John South conducts the service and dedication of the newly
unveiled plaque and story board. We suspect that he put in a good word for us for the good weather.
Below: Simon Lemon and Bob Skitch after the plaque unveiling
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A REFLECTION AT THE UNVEILING OF THE FORTUNA STORY BOARD
Lt Col Bob Skitch (Ret)
"Thank you Gary for allowing me this privilege.
I first laid eyes on this place we call Fortuna in late 1955. My Basic Survey Course, the 7/55 came from
Balcombe in a creaky old Army bus, a trip that seemed to take most of the day. We arrived in the late
afternoon. It was a cold gray afternoon and there behind the shrubbery was this grey old building, sort of
forbidding and not at all welcoming. I wondered ‘what on earth’! The verandas were all enclosed – roughly
enclosed. We entered up the front steps and once inside I could see some traces of original grandeur. We
were welcomed by the Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Lindsay Lockwood and the RSM Warrant
Officer Des Moore. We were led around the reed covered lake overhung with large trees and up the steps to
our accommodation hut, called the ‘long hut’ at the end of the parade ground and we more or less settled in
for an overnight stay. There were tents permanently erected down one side of the parade ground
accommodating a dozen or so Nashos. Dinner was in the adjacent kitchen and other ranks dining room after
which we filled in the night. The next morning we paraded in our KDs wearing boots AB with their hob nail
soles and gaiters, not on the parade ground because it was raining but in the parquetry floored ballroom. It is
amazing what that parquetry floor put up with, Then followed a tour around the old building – Cartographic
Squadron up stairs, map compilation in the music room and Litho Squadron in the Battery and the
associated rabbit warren of small rooms. There was sleeping accommodation upstairs in what I later knew
as the template room and later proving and editing. Multiplex was in a darkened room adjacent to the CO’s
office and of course we were shown the marble bathroom and the bath in a cupboard in what was then the
CO’s office. Also the mysterious tunnel We departed by bus mid afternoon with many differing impressions,
almost surreal of all we had seen and had a late arrival back at the School of Survey.
I will now fast forward twenty two years to the time I was privileged to serve as Commanding Officer. In 1977
much had been done to the old building by successive Commanding Officers, both within the building and in
the gardens. Colonel Lockwood was a gardener and during his long tenure as CO he did much to restore the
gardens. I well remember turning out on a Friday afternoon in a work party to do an hour’s weeding in the
lawn. Frank Buckland did much to restore the building itself and miraculously managed to recover the cast
iron veranda balustrades that had fallen victim to wartime metal collections – to be turned into guns and
whatever. Fortunately they were in store somewhere.. Gradually the Villa had been tidied up, repainted
internally and externally but without any thought given to its heritage values. What were they? Little was
known about the history of the place. We were vaguely aware that it had been the home of George Lansell
Esquire – after all, his statue was down town in Rosalind Park.
There was always a great deal of local interest in Fortuna Villa and past COs tried to meet the frequent
requests to visit by holding the occasional open day. The last one before my arrival had apparently been
near disastrous, gardens trampled, congestion on stairways, fittings broken off and souvenired and litter
everywhere. My predecessor strongly recommended that we do not take it on again. There was also the
vexed question of insurance cover in the event of an accident and personal injury. I was effectively
dissuaded but nevertheless to maintain and develop better rapport between the Regiment and the Bendigo
community I believed there must be a better way. I won’t go into the detail of how it developed but the
Regiment’s Regimental Fund Committee entered into an arrangement with the then Bendigo Trust to
arrange tours for up to twenty visitors three times a week, Wednesday afternoon when most of the soldiers
were playing sport, Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The tours would be conducted by the duty staff,
usually a young sapper or corporal who certainly rose to the occasion and could lay on some pretty
interesting stories. The ghost of George Lansell kept popping up everywhere. We charged a small amount
for the tour, it may have been $5.00 and split the proceeds with the Trust who arranged the tours and
controlled the numbers. Having researched the early history we produced a souvenir booklet with coloured
plates of the salient features and the carefully planned route of the tour which of course finished up with the
tunnel. Our share of the proceeds went into Regimental funds for the express purpose of purchasing fittings
and fixtures appropriate to the building – gasoliers light fittings to replace the old dangling light bulbs,
heritage style wall paper. We had good advice from the the Carneys of Eaglehawk Antiques. That was the
start of things.
The next step occurred about a year later. Commonwealth Works Department painters arrived to give the
building its ten year coat of paint – battleship grey and white, more of a blue grey I think. Again my good
friends, the Carneys of Eaglehawk Antiques came to the rescue with appropriate advice on the sort of
colours that would be appropriate to a 19th century building. I found I had an ally in Colonel McBride, Chief
Engineer in HQ 3 MD in Melbourne, an Englishman who had a personal interest in heritage buildings and
thought Fortuna one of the best. With his support I called off the painters who hadn’t actually started. Colonel
McBride arranged for an expert in old buildings from Ballarat to visit for a few days to provide appropriate
advice on heritage colours. Our paint expert crawled all over the building scraping back layers of paint to
reveal what lay underneath and a week later produced a detailed colour guide. With a few modifications it
was adopted and result is what you now see.
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The Army started to take an ongoing interest in the building, or perhaps it was Commonwealth Works. I
looked out one day to see masons working on restoring the Roman Fountain. Over the years much was
done, inside and out. The restoration of the lake and the surrounding gardens undertaken by my
predecessor Peter Constantine was a major achievement. All this came to an end in 1996 when the Army
Survey Regiment with the rest of our Royal Australian Survey Corps disbanded and the Regiment became a
Commonwealth Public Service organisation. Many in the past made significant contributions to Fortuna and
we can be thankful that it is once again in good hands and has a bright future. Congratulations Paul on
acquiring this magnificent property and may your venture be a very successful one.
The Story Board about to be unveiled tells the story very succinctly of the Royal Australian Survey Corps
and that of Fortuna during its fifty two years of army occupation. I suspect that had Fortuna not been taken
over by the Army in 1942 it would not have survived the destructive post World War Two years of the 1950s
and 60s when Bendigo lost several of its late colonial buildings – in one instance to be replaced by a service
station.
The last Commanding Officer of the Army Survey Regiment Duncan Burns is with me here and together we
will reveal this quite magnificent board that tells the story, our story, of The Royal Australian Survey Corps
and the Army Survey Regiment here at Fortuna Villa.
I will finish with the words of the last verse of our Corps marching song –‘Wandering the King’s Highway’.
Somehow they seem appropriate to our many older members who once served.
Nights are cold, maybe I am growing old !
Yet I thrive and the mates I meet, make it good to be alive.
Comrades farewell, what if we never meet again
The memory will stay
As I go, rain or snow,
Wandering the King's highway."

The story board being unveiled by Duncan Burns
and Bob Skitch (Past Commanding Officers of the
Survey Regiment)
The heritage bench seats shown below that were
donated by the Surveying and Spatial Sciences
Institute (SSSI) and Mapping Sciences Institute
Australia (MSIA) were presented by Lindsay
Perry
None of us would have survived with out the
name tags thanks to CR Kennedy.

Rosemary Bowman and Derek Shannon
Original members of the Land Headquarters
Cartographic Company
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Paul Banks after being presented with a plaque went onto welcome everyone to Fortuna and outlined
his plans for the restoration and development of the site. He announced the impending start to monthly
tours of the Villa to be conducted by our Richard Arman and in conjunction with the Bendigo Tourist
Information Centre. Bookings and details of the tours are available on line.

To the Print Room
Rosemary Bowman cutting the Anniversary Cake
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Peter Swandale and Bob Bogumil attempt to open
the Litho Sqn time capsule. Unfortunately the
enclosed port crock was broken and that damaged
some of the contents shown below.

How quickly things
change………
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A tour through the tunnel and the Villa followed the afternoon tea, thanks to Paul and Lisa Banks.

The Survey Corps flag flew proudly at Fortuna one last time, dusk and the lowering of the flag
brought to a close the 100th Anniversary celebrations in Bendigo, made special by the
approximately 500 who attended.
Items for Sale
We are ordering more of the Ex Fortuna Survey Association
100th Anniversary Caps to satisfy orders taken over the
weekend. Caps are $15 plus postage.
We have also had some interest in Polar Fleece Jackets and Vests.
Half zip long sleeve $35 (size S to 4XL)
Full zip Ladies or Mens Jacket $36 (size S to 4XL)
Unlined vest $28 (size S to 4XL)
Reversible vest $35 (size S to 3XL)
Short sleeve Polo top $25 (size S to 5XL)
Clothing will be available on about a four week turnaround.

100th Anniversary miniature badges
are now also available at $10

Postage for all items will be extra or they can be picked up if you are in the area.

If you want any one of these items then please Email us soon on
rasvy100@gmail.com
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Digital Photos
To access the data and photos on the printed USB drives that were given to those attending the dinner, you
need to twist or turn the bottom of the USB clockwise and the USB shaft emerges.
We have created a "Google Drive" so that you can add your photos and access all the official photos from
the reunion on the internet.
The details of the Google Drive are:
Login to the Google Account: rasvyphotos
Password:
r@svyphotos

(no extension required)

We are aware that a number of people are having trouble accessing the Google Drive so we will be
attempting to place a copy of the photos on the Ex Fortuna website before too long.
http://www.exfortunasvy.org.au/index.htm

Bendigo Happy Hours
Happy Hours are held at 5pm on the First Friday of each month at the Gold Mines Hotel, Marong
Road, Bendigo. (03) 54436175 Meals are available if you wish. See you there.
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