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What Future for Fortuna ?
The Bendigo Weekly reported that the City of
Greater Bendigo Council discussed the future
of Fortuna Villa at this week’s council meeting.
They voted to extend the three-month period
allocated to lodge a priority sale submission for
the site.
The Mayor, Cr Gibbons said that council had
been given three months to consider, prepare
and lodge a submission for Fortuna by the due
date of October 30, but will ask the Department
of Defence for more time to consider its
position on the potential sale of the property.
“Three months is simply not enough time to
thoroughly undertake the investigations and
considerations of the Department of Defence,
commissioned due diligence studies and we
didn’t want to get to the due date and say we
needed more time,” he said.
“We want to arrange a meeting with the
Premier of Victoria to discuss the future of
Fortuna and ascertain the state government’s
interest in the property.”
“In addition, we also intend to undertake a
public expression of interest process to gauge any potential interest from other public or
private entities that might have an interest in the property.”
“There is much to consider as this is a very complex issue and we do not want to rush this
process as we are dealing with public money and need to ensure that we end up with the
right result for the Greater Bendigo community.”
In some ways this is disappointing as there has already been a number of community
meetings and a submission to council on this issue, an issue that the council has already
been aware of for several years.
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The City of Greater Bendigo
Council placed this call for
submissions in the Bendigo
Advertiser,

The very comprehensive Defence
due diligence report mentioned,
was for a short while available for
viewing on the internet and made
for very interesting reading.
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Prior to the release of the Defence due diligence report, a delegation from the Villa Fortuna Action
Group (VFAG) Committee presented a "Business Concept" to Greater Bendigo City Council on 11Jun
2009, regarding the future use of Fortuna. Business Concept (June 2009).pdf and Case Study
Attachment (June 2009).pdf formed the basis of the presentation and can be viewed on their web site
www.villafortuna.org.au
The Action Group’s broad concept is to utilise the site as an arts precinct, among other things
fashioned after the example of the Abbottsford Convent in Melbourne.
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Since the release of the Defence due diligence report, the VFAG have made a response to the
Defence report to council and have also approached the Bendigo Business Council to raise
awareness of their quest to maintain public ownership of Fortuna Villa.
The group is eager to promote the property’s potential to be used for cultural, commercial and
community enterprises.
More detail on the VFAG aspirations can be obtained from their website or phone contact shown
above.

The future for Fortuna Villa is far from decided.
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Vale (This section is far too long)

Doug Malligan was a quiet, specialist Litho retoucher at Fortuna for many years, a
mentor to many and a fine gentleman passed away in July 09.

We have become aware of the passing of Colin Clarke (Catering) last year, a long time member and
supporter of the Association, our sympathy to Lorraine.

Kevin Murphy passed away earlier this year. He transferred from the Education
Corps into RaSvy and not surprisingly eventually became the CO/CI of the
School of Military Survey. His final posting before retiring to Gympie just north of
Brisbane was SO1 Survey at Field Force Command Victoria Barracks, Sydney

Ian Charles “Ike” LEVER (courtesy of the ACT Svy Assoc)
35751 WO1 Ian Charles "Ike" Lever, formerly of Wodonga, Vic, passed away on 23 May
09 at Hervey Bay Hospital in Qld. Ike had been unwell for some time and had been
diagnosed with Cancer and Leukaemia but renal failure contributed to his demise. He
served with the Royal Australian Survey Corps and served in South Vietnam in the
Australian Army Training Team Vietnam from 16/3/68 - 11/3/69. Ike was a strong
member and advocate of Legacy, Hervey Bay RSL Sub Branch, Tri-Service Hervey Bay and Vietnam
Veterans Social Club until his health began to fail. Rest, old mate, your job is done!
The following is a record of Ike’s service:
3108220 Ian Charles Lever enlisted into the CMF on 6 Feb 1953 (His rank was trooper but corps and
unit unknown). He then transferred to the CMF Regular Army Supplement National Serviceman on 27
Apr 1954 with regimental number 3721160. After NS training he was posted to 2 Topo Svy Coy. 35751
Ian Charles Lever transferred to the Regular Army on 9 Sept 1954 and was allocated to RASvy. His
service record is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Course at School Svy 6 Jun 1955 to 23 Mar 56. Basic Tech Trg qualified as Dtmn Topo.
7 Apr 1956 posted to AHQ Svy Regt.
11 Apr 1958 promoted to Cpl.
29 Sept 1960 promoted to T/Sgt.
1 July 1961 promoted substantive Sgt.
27 Nov 61 attended WO Refresher course.
1 Oct 1962 promoted WO2.
31 Jul 1963 attended Advanced Draughting course.
13 Jun 1964 posted to School Mil Svy.
21 Apr 1964 attended Map Projections course.
2 Oct 1964 attended Advanced Photogrammetric course.
31 Jan 67 posted to AHQ Svy Regt.
25 Oct 1967 attended Tropical Warfare Advisors course at JTC.
12 Feb 1968 attended Vietnam Briefing Course.
16 Mar 1968 left for Vietnam posted as Admin WO with AATTV.
11 Mar 1969 posted to AHQ Svy Regt and promoted to WO1.
Awarded two Vietnam medals and the LS and GCM medal. Awarded USA Meritorious Unit Commendation and the
Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm unit citation.
Discharged from ARA 16 Sept 1976.
Enlisted into the ARES 8 Oct 1981 and posted to Army Svy Regt.
3 Apr 1985 awarded DFSM.
1 Jan 1990 posted to HQ 3 DIV. Discharged 28/7/1991.
Awarded AASM 45-75 Vietnam.

Ike was an avid supporter of the Association and the Survey Corps and was a real character,
unfortunately now joining many of his mates. Ike seemed most happy in greens with an SLR or a beer
in his hand.
Leslie Redman passed away in June this year far too early, our sympathy to Ray and family.
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Siegfried George Mehling “Siggy”
In 1950 Siggy joined the Survey Corps in WA with three of his mates that were then
posted to Bendigo where they spent the next six years. He applied for discharge but it
took a year for that to happen as the Army then realised that he had not become an
Australian citizen and was still a German national in a time when it was still a bit of a
sensitive issue. Siggy went on to serve 30 years of surveying and draughting with the
Main Roads Board in Bendigo with some other ExSurvey Corps members. He had a
great sense of humour, a strong accent and never missed an Association function. He eventually
gained citizenship and took on this country as his own, proudly marching at Anzac day. Siggy died on
19 August 09 and a number of Corps members were at his funeral.
On 14 August 2009 I travelled with Al Derby to Wodonga to pay my final
respects to Ross McMillan MBE, who at 69 succumbed on 11 August after a
prolonged battle with emphysema. The service was well attended by his family
and friends from his many associations over the years. Amongst these were
Jim Jefferies, Noel Ticehurst, Mick Hogan, Mick Bodman, Gordon Lowery &
Neil Jones.
Sons John & Richard spoke on family life with Rosco and it emerged that this
relationship was consistent with his relationships with friends and workmates –
“firm but fair”. It was evident that he had an abundance of friends and was
loved by many.
It was also evident that his allegiances had not changed one iota; despite having a Victorian wife and
a son who loves Aussie rules and living in Victoria for close to 20 years, he still intensely disliked (read
‘hated’) Aussie Rules (and Victorians and probably Drafties etc) but still loved the South Sydney
Rabbitos Rugby League team. The lounge room in the McMillan home has a sign on the door “AFLfree Zone” and Rosco left the church service to the strains of the Rabbito’s theme song.
He has spent much of his time since retirement from the Army, restoring furniture which he sold from
his workshop, or gave away if customers were a little down on their luck.
He could be a cranky bastard at times, but we all had a fondness for him regardless - he will be sadly
missed.
Condolences from fellow RASvy members to Marie, John, Richard, Linda, David & the extended
McMillan Family.
Stuart Symonds
From the ACT Newsletter
The emails individuals have sent to one another at the passing of Ross McMillan are a reflection of the
man himself. As a soldier and a dedicated member of the Royal Australian Survey Corps, Ross will be
remembered for many things. In particular he will be remembered for his competence his discipline
and most of all his comradeship with his fellow Survey Corps members.
In 1982 he was awarded the Member of the British Empire for his services to Survey Corps.
His exceptional work in recording the history of the Corps and his excellent work for the Survey Corps
museum is his legacy. As Noel Sproles said in his email “Ross was held in high regards by all who
knew him even an infantry General not known for mincing his words said of Ross when he was a
WO1. “He considered Ross McMillan the finest WO1 in the army”
There are those of us who have happy memories of Ross right from the Basic Surveying Course and
through his army life and it was a pleasure both as colleagues and as friends for having known him.
Noel Ticehurst. Reflections on Ross McMillan.
My earliest recollection of Ross was when Richard Jackson-Hope and I returned to Balcombe from the
Aerial Photo Library at Albert Park to start our course. The 13/58 Basic Surveying Course commenced
on the 14th July 1958 Ross and I were marched into the CI’s office to be told we couldn’t do the
course because we would have less than twelve months to go to our discharge date from the end of
the course. We both agreed to sign on for six years. This resulted in both of us being sent to Royal
Park Personnel Depot and discharged from the Regular Army Special Reserve RASR on 4th August
1958 as “Services no longer required”. I remember Ross suggesting on the night of the 4th; “Tonight’s
the night, if we don’t want to go through with the re-engagement, we can be in another state before
they realize we are gone”.
We re-enlisted in the Australian Regular Army on 5th August 1958 both with brand new regimental
numbers to learn.
Back at the School of Military Survey it fell to WOII Jim Bownds and Sgt (Tuppy) Hayworth to instill the
surveying knowledge which Ross learnt well, carried with him and passed on to others throughout his
Army career. He also learnt the ethics of surveying and became a stickler for doing the right thing.
He also learnt the ethics of surveying and became a stickler for doing the right thing.
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Dragon Legs
Ever wondered about dragon legs? Bendigo’s
Sun Lun as the longest Dragon outside China
needed lots of them and over the years members
of the Survey Regiment volunteered as those legs
for the annual Easter procession.

The Legs Lining up for
the Apr 1991 Procession.

(Tony Murphy and Phil Cook
not Army)

Graham Hales
Michael McConnell
Phil Smalley
Tony Murphy
Steven Linane
Phil Cook

Brendon McKinless
Stephen Ellis
Richard Crawford

Harry Mai, Steve Burke, Dave Murphy, Phil
Smalley at the August third Friday held at the
Bendigo RSL.
Dave Murphy was passing through on his way to
his new job as the GIS Officer at the New Logan
Water Authority, Launceston Tasmania.

Donna Smalley, Maggie Mai, Sherri Burke
and Tracey Phillips
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Balcombe

An Aerial Photo of the
School of Military Survey
Balcombe, can anyone
identify the use of the
buildings shown?

Survey Ramblings
John & Tracey Phillips recently holidayed in Darwin and caught up with Steve Gloster at the RSL
one evening. Steve is now the Fleet Manager for Darwin Mitsubishi and hasn’t changed much at all
for all of you who remember him. He can usually be found at the RSL on Friday evenings where he is
on a couple of committees should you be passing through. Steve informed us that we had only just
missed Ken Talbot-Smith who is currently working out of Nhulunboy (Gove) and who was in town for
half a day or so.
While sitting enjoying a lovely lunch and Sauvignon Blanc who should wander by but Steve
Drummond who has been living in Darwin for a few years now but who is also a regular visitor back to
Bendigo.
And then while leaving our apartment one evening who should we see also but Steve Ellis who is now
a Defence Public Servant working from Puckapunyal. Steve was in Darwin working for a few days.
Three Steve’s in a day while three thousand kms from home is quite a coincidence.
Al Hancox now retired to MUDGEERABA Queensland.
Ben Tarasenko was recently seen tending the gardens at Port Arthur Tasmania, and Dick Manley
tends the Greens at the Marong Golf Club three days a week.
Wally Walters is still tied up with horses (8) at his Victorian Ocean Grove property but has just given
up his training licence and put himself out to pasture as well. Wonder what his servicing fee is?
th

Remember the WRAAC 60 REUNION – Sat 12 Feb 2011. Contact Tracey or see
http://wraacmemories.freehomepage.com
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Survey Lawn Bowls Participation
A Servicemens/Ex Servicemens Lawn Bowls Carnival was recently conducted at Dubbo
(14-17 Sep 09), with the proceeds being donated to the Starlight Foundation.
Quite reasonable prize money was up for grabs, with the first two listed teams below collecting some
of it. Participating teams containing Ex Survey members were:
Desperados
Albury/Wodonga
Survey
Fortuna
Barry Hogan
Bob Benghamy
Brian Cosford
Rhys Delaine
Mick “Buddha” Ellis
Don Driver
John Hook
Steve Egan
Noel O’Brien
Mike Bodman
Jim Gill
Mick Flynn
Apart from the fierce competition on the rinks, time was found for socialising and expansive story
telling after hours (no guarantee can be given as to the accuracy of said stories; however they were
better than the first time they were told.)
Alex Laing Memorial Dinner
Brett Van Leeuwen, George Timmins, John and Tracey Phillips ventured to Brisbane in late June to
attend the annual Alex Laing memorial Dinner held at the United Services Club. It was an excellent
evening and we all were able to catch up with many old friends and colleagues including Barry
Lutwyche, Alex Cairney, Peter & Barbara Bates-Brownsword, Bob & Wendy Skitch, Tony Gee, Dave
Sankey, Stan Campbell, Ian and Maryann Thiselton and John and Julie Ashby just to name a few.
Apologies to others I haven’t mentioned. It was a great night and we thank the Qld Association for
their hospitality.

Dawn Laing up from Canberra for the Alex Laing Memorial Dinner, Bob Skitch, Tracey and Dave
Sankey, Brett Van Leeuwen with Stan Campbell
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We haven’t seen Gordon Haswell for a while and we have been missing his characteristic cry of “Get
to the **** house boy.” He has been back in hospital with both heart and lung problems again. He says
that he has been through two wars and this year has been harder than both of them. We wish him all
the best and a speedy recovery back to his noisy self.

John Bullen John has just published a book on his
Vietnam experiences. The books are available at
Dymocks in Bendigo for just $39.95. Get in early and
you may even get a signed copy.

Joy Marshall lets Dennis
Marshall and Rusty Williams
know how the war was really
th
won at his 60 .

Peter Redfern out from UK Survey, Gary Warnest, Doug Carswell help Dennis celebrate
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ANZAC DAY 2009

Terry Danger and his son, Mick Carrol, Don
Ridge, Peter Swandale, Bob Thrower and Rhys
Delaine arrive early for a wet Anzac Day.

Terry Danger and his son,George Graham, Rod and Kristin Skidmore, Bret Van Leeuwen, Doug
Carswell, Keith Quinton, Don Ridge, Phil Smalley,Gary Warnest, Andrew Arman,Colin Cuskelly, Peter
Swandale, Bob Thrower, Doug Arman and Rhys Delaine.
After the march the group headed down to the Tysons
Reef Hotel that had recently been bought by Dave
Lampton – Young. If you are in town give Dave a call on
5443 0374 or drop in for a meal. Dave is also in the throws
of renovating.
The group then headed to the RSL for lunch.
The Association is again planning on sending a group to
Melbourne to march with 3 Fd Svy in 2010. A bus will be
provided. There will still be the local march for those
staying in Bendigo. Please let Tracey know if you are
intending to go to Melbourne so that we can make the
appropriate arrangements.

Bendigo AGM
The ExFortuna AGM will be held at the Havilah Street RSL in conjunction with the Third Friday get
together on Friday 16 October 2009 commencing at 1730hrs. As usual the AGM is a short meeting,
local members are requested to attend to ensure that we have a quorum.

Page 11

If undeliverable return to:
EX FORTUNA SURVEY ASSOCIATION INC
PO BOX 613
GOLDEN SQUARE VIC 3555
Print Post Approved
PP302041/00005

SURFACE
MAIL

POSTAGE
PAID
AUSTRALIA

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Volume 2 Issue 25

"Magna Carto"
NEWSLETTER OF THE
EX FORTUNA SURVEY ASSOCIATION INC

Page 12

